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Scientist for a Day 
Scientifique pour une journée 

Do a crystallization experiment!   

 

 

 
 

 
A brief explanation of the science: 

❖ When you mix a bit of salt with water, the salt dissolves (it becomes invisible 

to the naked eye) and it becomes salty water.  

❖ If the solution (the mixture) contains more salt than the water can dissolve, 
the excess salt will accumulate at the bottom—even if you stir it very well.  

You would call this a saturated solution. 

❖ When you saturate a boiling water and salt solution (when add more salt 
than the boiling water can dissolve) and you let the solution cool down, the 

excess salt will solidify into salt crystals.  
 

For this experiment, we recommend using pipe cleaners since their surface is ideal 

for collecting the crystallized salt deposits.   
 

  

What you will need: 
● A jar (preferably a glass jar) 
● One or more pipe cleaner(s)  

● A stick (longer than the opening of the jar (e.g., a pencil or a popsicle stick) 
● String (optional) 

● A small pot 
● Water 
● Salt  

● A spoon (preferably wooden) 
 

If possible, share your activity with us! 

Take a picture of it, once completed, and send it to   

clubdelecturetdlachine@gmail.com 

 

Don’t forget to include your pseudonym in the email. 

clubdelecturetdlachine.com 
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Instructions: 

 

1. Find a medium-sized glass jar (ex.: a jam jar) and 
make sure it is clean (wash it with soap, if necessary). 
 

2. Create a shape with your pipe cleaner(s) (ex.: a letter, 
a heart, etc.) that is small enough to fit in your jar.   

 
3. Hang your creation from the centre of the stick using 

string or a piece of pipe cleaner. The string (or pipe cleaner) must be long 
enough to allow your shape to move freely in the jar. Set it aside.  
 

These next steps require adult supervision. 
 

4. Boil a pot of water. Add enough water to be able to fill your jar (and even a 
bit more).  
 

5. Once the water boils, add the salt a bit at a 
time, stirring with the wooden spoon until the 

salt accumulates at the surface.  
 

6. Remove the pot from the burner and let cool 

for 5 to 10 minutes.  
 

7. Place the jar on a stable surface and pour the 
salty solution in the jar with the help of an 
adult. Do not fill it all the way; leave a few 

centimetres at the top.  
 

8. Put your pipe cleaner shape in the solution and place the jar in a safe 
location (out of reach of young children and animals).  
 

You will see crystals after 2 hours, but the longer you wait, the more crystals you 
will see! Wait 24 hours and send us a picture of your experiment!  

 

If possible, share your activity with us! 

Take a picture of it, once completed, and send it to   

clubdelecturetdlachine@gmail.com 

 

Don’t forget to include your pseudonym in the email. 
clubdelecturetdlachine.com 


